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New SGA resolution
would give students
right to evaluate
teaching assistants

Will you be mine?

SARAH STUKENBORG
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Student Government Association has come up with a teaching assistant evaluation program that they
believe might solve problems students have experienced with teaching assistants.
SGA President Cory Dodds said a
plan for teaching assistant evaluations is not a new phenomenon.
“It’s something we’ve been working
on for many years,” Dodds said.
Dodds used the teaching assistant
evaluations as one of his campaigns
while running for president of SGA.
After his election, Dodds sat down
SEE EVALUATIONS PAGE 2

New group forms
to voice opinions
about abortion and
women's rights
SARAH STUKENBORG
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

The images of aborted fetuses that
Hilltoppers for Life showed at Centennial Mall last semester prompted
some students to form a new group.
After seeing those photographs,
Alvaton junior Hilary Harlan, along
with a few other students, decided to
start an organization called Hilltoppers for Choice in order to voice an
opposing opinion for WKU students.
“We need another voice on campus; a more accepting voice,” Harlan
said.
Hilltoppers for Choice began toward the end of the fall 2012 semester. According to Harlan, it is an orga-

Jenna Greer of Bowling Green is excited about giving out valentines at the Best Buddies Valentine Exchange on Monday at
Hillvue Heights Baptist Church. KREABLE YOUNG/HERALD

Campus group offers friendship to people with disabilities
KAYLA BOYD
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

Crafts and cupcakes abounded on Monday night at Hillvue
Heights Church when WKU Best
Buddies gathered for their Valentine’s Day party.
The organization, which pairs
college students with people with
disabilities, commonly referred
to as people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities (IDD),
facilitates the growth through
friendship.
“I want my son to be a part of

his community, not just a visitor,”
said Leisa Hutchison, the faculty
adviser for Best Buddies at WKU.
Her son has FG syndrome, also
known as Opitz-Kaveggia syndrome or FGS1, which affects verbal and communication skills.
With a town the size of Bowling
Green, she believes there is great
potential to make her personal
philosophy happen on a large
scale.
WKU Best Buddies has been
on campus for three years, and is
about to undergo some positive
changes.
Bowling Green senior Sarah Fitz-

patrick, the president of the group,
said a new Buddy House next to
Booth Fire and Safety downtown
is having its ribbon cutting ceremony on March 21.
“The Buddy House will be somewhere for them to go after high
school,” Fitzpatrick explained.
She said people with IDD can
stay in high school until they turn
21 years old.
“It’s really sad for them to leave
high school, because they’re left
out of the community then,” Fitzpatrick said. “Then a parent has to
quit their job or they are put into
SEE BUDDIES PAGE 2
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Student finds community
within social media group
KRISTINA BURTON
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

To some, the words ‘queer’ and ‘disabled’
might be considered insulting. For others,
they are descriptors of their day-to-day lives
that they happily embrace.
Kristen Guin, a 23-year-old junior from
Birmingham, Ala., who is bisexual and has
autism, is helping to create a community
for other people like her through an increasingly popular Tumblr and Facebook

page called Queerability.
Guin said she faced difficulties when she
came out.
“There’s a horrible misconception that
disabled people don’t have sexual desires,”
Guin said. “When I came out to my dad, he
said, ‘I think you’re just gender confused
because of your autism.’ I just hope that
Queerability will help to combat these stereotypes about disability and sexuality.”
Since then, Guin has struggled to find a
SEE QUEERABILITY PAGE 3
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Birmingham, Ala., junior Kristen Guin is the creator of “Queerability," a blog
she created to increase awareness of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transsexual and
queer people with disabilities. CASSIDY JOHNSON/HERALD
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BUDDIES

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

adult day care. Neither of those are
good.”
Instead, people with IDD can go the
Buddy House. It has a fully-functioning
kitchen and laundry room, and gives
them the opportunity to learn everyday
tasks that other people take for granted.
For Bowling Green sophomore Katherine Devine, the most common way
people discover Best Buddies is by word
of mouth.
Devine said she’s very close to families
with children who have disabilities, and
that sense of community is how others
get involved. When Devine heard that
Sarah Fitzpatrick was recruiting for Best
Buddies, she was immediately interested.
Devine was paired with her buddy
Brittany Hunt in the fall of 2012 when
she joined the group. Both attended the
event Monday night.
Devine said she knew Hunt previously
from church. Hunt has been in the group
for several years, and had one other buddy who graduated last year.
“We will probably remain buddies for
a while because we really click,” Devine
said.
Hunt knew Devine’s older brother who
also had a disability before he passed
away in 2006.
“It’s really cool that Brittany’s my buddy,
because she knew my brother,” Devine
said. “Most of my friends now never got
to meet him, but Brittany did. She knows
the origin of why I want to help those
with special needs, and that’s just really
cool to me.”
Hunt, who is 31 years old, likes taking
pictures, making scrapbooks and dancing. She’s also a cheerleader for the local
Special Olympics basketball team.
She also dances on a team for people
with IDD called the Rockers. She has
been dancing since she was about 18
years old.
Devine and Fitzpatrick agree that all
people with IDD want is to be treated the
same as everyone else.
“People treat those with IDD differently, because they’re intimidated or don’t
understand them,” Fitzpatrick said. “But
they want to be just like you and me.”
She said it’s all about inclusion and welcoming those with IDD into our community.
“One of the things Best Buddies lives
by is the saying ‘we want to put ourselves
out of business,’” Fitzpatrick said. “If
everyone treated people with IDD the
same as everyone else, we wouldn’t need
to be here.”

RIGHTS

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
rights — the right to have a
choice and different contraceptive options.
“The main reason is to inform people and have a safe
base in which to discuss those
issues,” Harlan said.
Louisville sophomore Elizabeth Gribbins, a member of
Hilltoppers for Choice, said

Brittney Hunt and John Michael Huffman, both of Bowling Green, play on an iPhone at the Best Buddies Exchange
on Monday. Best Buddies allows people who suffer with intellectual developmental disorder to come together with
college-aged students who mentor them. KREABLE YOUNG/HERALD

Radcliff Freshman Anissa Harrell helps her buddy Stacy Sheets sort through valentines at the Best Buddies Valentine
Exchange. Best Buddies is an organization that pairs people who suffer from intellectual and developmental disabilities with college students. KREABLE YOUNG/HERALD

the group formed in response
to seeing the images.
“We thought it was important for people around campus to see both sides of the
abortion issue,” Gribbins said.
“There needs to be more visibility for women’s health care
and women’s rights.”
Hilltoppers for Choice has
many discussions as a group
having to do with abortion and
a woman’s reproductive decisions. The discussions consist of
both on and off-campus issues.

EVALUATIONS

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

with the executive officers of SGA and
together they constructed a proposal
to pitch to Gordon Emslie, provost and
vice president of Academic Affairs.
On Feb. 5, the SGA senate passed the
resolution for Teaching Assistant Evaluations.
The resolution must now be reviewed
by the Academic Quality Committee
and if endorsed, approved by the University Senate.

The senate only meets once a month,
so the first read of the resolution will be
during their meeting on Feb. 21 and the
resolution will not be approved or denied for several weeks.
“I’m under the impression it will get
voted on in March, if it’s officially approved,” Dodds said.
Under the current system, TAs get
evaluated by their departments. Some
departments already use an evaluation
system for their TAs.
Dodds said he believes the resolution
will help all the departments get on the
same page.

Crime Reports
Arrests
• Police arrested Sarah
Mackell for driving her
Chevy Cavalier over a
curb in the rear parking
lot of Hilligans on Feb.

14. Police determined
Mackell was under the
influence of alcohol.
• Police arrested Louisville junior Terrance
Williams on failure
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ganization will have discussions open to the whole campus. Currently, Hilltoppers
for Choice is planning a discussion with Health Services
about sexual health.
Health Services representatives will be available at the
discussion to answer student
questions. The date of the discussion is set for March 26, but
the location is still being determined.
Shepherdsville senior John
Sohl, president of Hilltop-

“It will provide uniformity,” Dodds said.
Nicki Seay, author of the bill and chair
of the Legislative Research Committee,
said this is SGA’s effort to make sure all
students are getting the same education and they all have good teachers
who are being held responsible.
“I think it definitely helps to just kind
of keep academic quality the same
across the board,” Seay said. “Whether
your class is being taught by a grad assistant or a teacher…regardless, you’re
going to be getting the same credit,
learning the same prerequisites, as
somebody taking it from a regular fac-

pers for Life, said he is excited
about the creation of Hilltoppers for Choice.
“It’s exciting to know that our
attempt at creating healthy dialogue is working,” Sohl said.
“We would love to partner
with them for an open debate
so that both sides can be heard
fairly in a public forum.”
Hilltoppers for Choice is also
working on an art project to
display on campus in the near
future.

ulty member.”
Seay said the goal is to get the program in place as soon as possible,
hopefully by next semester.
Cain Alvey, administrative vice president of SGA, said he also supports the
idea of teaching assistant evaluations.
“It will assure that the best graduate
students are teaching these classes,”
Alvey said.
Alvey said it is important for students
to be able to evaluate their TAs’ performances.
“Students can actually voice their
concerns,” he said.

Correction

to appear for another
agency on Feb. 13.
• Police arrested David
Jarrett on a warrant from
Rowan County for failure to appear on Feb. 11.

2450 NASHVILLE ROAD
/BTIWJMMF3Et
4DPUUTWJMMF3Et

The group is sponsored by
Jane Olmsted, a professor in
the gender and women’s studies department.
Winston, Ga. junior Leah Railey, another founding member of Hilltoppers for Choice,
explained that the group was
meant to be the first step toward discussion.
“We just wanted to give the
student body a fixed space
to talk about reproductive
rights,” Railey said.
Every now and then, the or-

Due to a Herald error, photographer
Peyton Hobson was credited for Katie
McLean’s photo on Page 16 of Feb. 5th’s
issue of the Herald.
The Herald regrets the error.
The College Heights Herald corrects

all confirmed errors that are brought to
reporters’ or editors’ attention. Please
call 745-6011 or 745-5044 to report
a correction, or email us at editor@
wkuherald.com.
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WKU making efforts to increase
retention of black male students
MITCHELL GROGG
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Office of Diversity Programs at WKU has recognized
retaining black male students
as a national problem, and one
WKU wants to focus on.
The Office of Diversity Programs brought Michael Cuyjet, a guest speaker from the
University of Louisville, to discuss retention of black men in
its student body at WKU on
Monday.
Richard Miller, chief diversity
officer and vice provost, said
nationally, this retention problem is an issue.
“I think the plight of the African-American male has been
the subject of conversation
for many, many years and the
demographics reveal the percentage of black males on college campuses has declined
over the last several years, and
the graduation rates have declined disproportionately so,”
Miller said.
Data published in 2008 by
the U.S. Department of Education showed an overall graduation rate at four-year institu-

tions of 31.4 percent among
black male students. The overall rate of graduation stands at
59.4 percent, according to the
same statistics.
Black male students made
up just over 4.5 percent of
the student population in fall
2011, the last year available in
the WKU Fact Book.
The overall percentage of
students, graduating in 2011,
who did so in six or fewer
years, was 49.7 percent.
Cuyjet, the guest speaker
who discussed this issue, feels
WKU is on the road to improving those numbers.
“I think WKU is poised to really have some good programs
that would benefit AfricanAmerican men, and a couple
of programs that are starting,”
he said. “I think the resources
are here.”
Andrea Garr-Barnes, director of the Office of Diversity
Programs, chose to focus on
African-American males because she also sees retention
as a problem nationwide.
“They’re coming in, in smaller numbers,” she said. “Male
students of color are coming

to higher education in smaller
numbers compared to majority students, and then they’re
graduating in even smaller
numbers, so I don’t think it’s
a case of what we’re doing
wrong. I think it’s more of a
case of what we need to do differently.”
Garr-Barnes’ reasons for this
focus are also personal.
“I’m working on it because
I’m a mother of three sons,”
she said. “I’m working on it
because when I look around,
whether it’s on campus…
or whether I look in society,
and I see bigger positions and
people of success, and I do
see people of color, I don’t see
many males of color.”
Cuyjet noted that an increase
in retention could help the social mobility of African-American men.
“Generally, African-American men or Latino men are
clustered in the lower elements
of our society, and I think it’s
important, as educational
institutions, that we prepare
numbers of African-American
men and Latino men, so that
we do have them represented

WKU Statistics
Overall graduation 49.7%
4.5%
National Statistics
Overall rate 59.4%
Overall graduation rate
at four-year institutions
among black males

31.4%

*Within six or fewer years

throughout all elements of society,” he said.
“I hope that what happened
here today will be the catalyst

to have people really start a
major initiative to help African-American and Latino men
on campus.”

The School of Teacher Education will send
professors to teach at Harlaxton College

The School of Teacher Education at
WKU will now be able to send professors to England to teach, and students
will also get the chance to observe professors abroad.
STE has made an agreement with the
University of Evansville that will allow
STE to send professors to Evansville’s
British satellite campus at Harlaxton
each semester.
Kay Gandy, associate professor in the
School of Teacher Education, helped
negotiate the deal while teaching at
Harlaxton last semester.
“I was the first one from the WKU
School of Teacher Ed., and I worked
developing partnerships with the local
schools so that our students could have
field experiences,” Gandy said.
WKU has been sending one teacher
per semester to Harlaxton for years.
Gandy said the arrangement she
helped formulate will allow STE to send

QUEERABILITY
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
place where she can belong.
“I’m a part of the LGBT community and the disabled community,” Guin said. “I didn’t feel
like I belonged in either community, so that inspired me to create
one for people like me.”
Guin, who is also the Kentucky
chapter leader for the Autistic
Self-Advocacy Network, said she
wants to promote more visibility of the LGBT community and
people with disabilities.
“I would watch ads promoting
the LGBT community and never
once see a disabled person,”
Guin said.
Zach Pennington, a 21-yearold Lexington junior and good
friend of Guin’s, supports what
Queerability stands for.
“There’s a growing voice for
LGBT youth, but those who are
also disabled don’t have a very
large presence in the media,”

professors of its own, independent of people who teach at Harlaxton teach
WKU’s previous arrangement with the other courses as well.”
University of Evansville.
Zippay said she will teach Introduc“The University of Evansville didn’t tion to Education during the first eight
seem to be inweeks of the fall
terested in send2013
semester
ing people over
and Knotts will
you need to be
to teach educaIntroducable to work with teach
tion,”
Gandy
tion to Special
people from a
said.
“We’ve
Education for the
formed a part- different culture. last eight weeks.
nership with the
Each semescollege to proter, WKU is al— Kay Gandy
vide one or two
lowed to send
Associate professor
instructors each
forty students to
fall to teach eduHarlaxton
and
cation.”
Gandy said she hopes at least 10 of the
During the fall 2013 semester, STE students making the trip next semesprofessors Cassie Zippay and Dusteen ter will be education majors, because
Knotts will travel to Harlaxton, Gandy a high number of STE students will
said. Both professors are teaching bi- strengthen the new program.
term classes and will only be at Harlax“What we’re trying to do is develop
ton for half a semester.
our education courses so that they can
“I am sort of a special circumstance,” be taught in international settings,” she
Zippay said. “I am only going to be said.
teaching one course, but in the future,
Zippay said education classes at Har-

“

Pennington said. “This is an effort to give people who aren’t
normally noticed by society a
place to say, ‘Hey. We’re here. Let
us be a part of society, too.’”
Guin also said that in the social
justice community, it’s common
for minority groups to join together like this.
Anna Nuckols, a 19-year-old
sophomore from Fort Benning,
Ga. and fellow member of the
LGBT community, likes how
Queerability is bringing these
groups together.
“People have a tendency to see
others’ identities based on one
thing,” Nuckols said. “For example, they might see me, and only
know me as a lesbian. If they saw
a disabled person, they might
only see them as disabled. I like
how the site is tying in that intersectionality and showing what
makes people who they are.”
Guin started the Queerability Facebook page exactly one
month ago on January 15. Since
that day, the page has gotten over

laxton will emphasize observation.
“The students won’t be doing much
practicing,” she said. “They will mostly
be observing because it will be the first
education class they’ve had.”
Gandy said observing teachers
abroad is a valuable experience for education majors.
“The diversity in schools is changing
so much,” she said. “You need to be
able to work with people from a different culture.”
Gandy said during her time at Harlaxton last semester, she laid the groundwork for a successful partnership and
formed connections with local primary
and secondary schools that would allow her students to observe the teachers there.
She said students and teachers at
the British schools were apprehensive
about American students observing
their classes at first but by the end of
her time at Harlaxton, they were eager
for the next group due to arrive at the
start of the fall 2013 semester.

“

JACKSON FRENCH
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

150 “likes.”
“I’ve gotten a lot of great, positive messages from people about
it,” Guin said. “There hasn’t been
a lot of negativity yet, although
I’d braced myself for it.”
Guin is hopeful that Queerability will increase knowledge and
understanding of LGBT and disability issues. She also hopes for
it to one day become as popular
as the It Gets Better and NOH8
campaigns.
Nuckols feels that anyone
can take something away from
Queerability, even if they’re not
members of the LGBT or disabled communities.
“Anyone can check out this site
and get a new insight,” Nuckols
said. “People don’t look at others this way on a regular basis.
Queerability is a good way to better each of these groups, and it’s
very relevant right now.”
To find out more about Queerability, check out facebook.com/
qability and queerability.tumblr.
com.

1/2

OFF

virus removal!
270-781-9990
1144 US 31W Bypass
www.computerlan.us

A TASTE OF EUROPE
EST. 1999
GREEK FOOD

LUNCH

DINNER
- Domestic Beer
$1.50 with meal
(only for Dinner)

15%

off
Lunch (11AM - 4PM)
Limited Time Only!

WKUHERALD.com

Daily Specials
-Moussaka
-Gyros Plate
-Spinakopita

-Dollmados
-Salads
-Sandwiches

-

10% off Dinner
with Student ID

(270) 846-1195
1006 STATE ST - BOWLING GREEN KY, 42101

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2013 • COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD • WKUHERALD.COM

Opinion
THE REEL

‘Blue Valentine’ packs a melancholy punch

BEN CONNIFF
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

“You always hurt the one you love, the
one you shouldn’t hurt at all.”
Kinda bleak, huh?
These are the first words I ever heard
sung by actor Ryan Gosling. I’d think
twice about calling him the next Sinatra, but the song is actually a charming
ballad that fits like a glove in the narrative of Derek Cianfrance’s “Blue Valentine,” an emotional drama that chronicles the relationship of Dean (Gosling)
and Cindy (Michelle Williams) as it
evolves over several years.
“Blue Valentine” focuses primarily on
the couple’s rocky marriage at present
but uses cross-cutting to show us their
courtship. It’s nonlinear and can be difficult to follow, but it’s an effective way
to dispense of the couple’s back-story.

Tops &
Bottoms

I think this editing technique also
serves to enhance the story’s emotional
weight. “Blue Valentine” maintains a
firm grip on the audience by showing
us a young couple who are madly in
love, but then switches gears to show us
that same couple in a dark, empty state.
It’s flooring to see this change of tone
between scenes, and coupled with
magnificent performances from Gosling and Williams, “Blue Valentine” certainly packs enough melancholy punch
to keep viewers invested.
As the fireworks boomed and the
credits rolled, I found myself reflecting
on the title’s significance. “Blue Valentine”... what could it mean? I think “valentine” is obvious; the story is about a
couple in love.
But “blue” I think refers to the decrepit state of their marriage. Blue is a color

TOPS to halfpriced Valentines’
Day candy.

often associated with sadness or melancholy, and I think those emotions are
pervasive in this movie. So in a way, the
title’s kind of an oxymoron, but that’s all
part of the psychological appeal.
Speaking of the color blue, “Blue Valentine” seems to use at least one shade
of blue in every single shot. This reminds me of one of my favorite films
of all time, Spike Lee’s “Do the Right
Thing.” In Lee’s film, the color red is
present in nearly every scene, whether
it’s on a wall, on someone’s shirt, on a
car or even on a woman’s lips. Lee uses
red to signify the boiling hot racial tensions in one Brooklyn neighborhood
on the hottest day of the summer.
I like the use of color in both films
to accentuate the emotions that the
directors want us to feel as viewers. It
enhances the atmosphere and makes it

BOTTOMS to not
getting candy on
Valentine’s Day.

easier to emotionally connect with the
characters.
As I’ve hinted before, “Blue Valentine”
thrives on its performances. I think
I enjoyed Michelle Williams more in
Simon Curtis’s “My Week with Marilyn,” but Ryan Gosling is at the top of
his game here. I think this is the best I’ve
ever seen him, with his performance in
“Drive” a close second. The chemistry between these two is electric. They
seem so natural together, making their
character evolution as a couple even
more fascinating.
With such strong leads, Cianfrance’s
“Blue Valentine” is a very different love
story. You’ll laugh a little, cry a lot, but
as such a spellbinding display of human emotion, you might even be compelled to watch it again. It’s streaming
on Netflix Instant this Valentine’s Day.

TOPS to Easter
being early this
year.

BOTTOMS to not
knowing who will
be the pope.

COMMENTARY

Hilltoppers for Life deeper than campus perception
In the history of Hilltoppers
for Life, we have faced great
adversity, and our image on
campus has been likened to
hateful and violent activists of
the past. When our Cemetery
of the Innocents was vandalized last spring, when Elaina
Smith got credit for that “project,” when the police said she
had a right to be there and that
we could do nothing to stop
her, our group had to take a
stand. Abortion is the most
divisive issue today, and to actively work against it takes a
courage far beyond what most
of us have. However, we decided to be courageous and seek
out real support to accomplish
our mission, and that humility led us to become one of the

Monica Spees*
Editor-in-chief

most active and passionate anonymous sidewalk chalkers
who “rile people and generate
groups in the entire country.
Yet, all the same, we had anger and suspicion?” At least,
not fully understood what it that’s how the media portrays
us, and unfortunatetakes to create real
ly, that’s how our opdialogue. We were
position has always
all ready to put up
seen us.
a huge display, to
But I can tell you
shock campus with
now that Hilltoppers
graphic abortion imfor Life is not a hateages, and all of this
group. We are not any
accomplished
our
of the things people
mission
perfectly.
perceive us to be. We
And yes, we will continue to host those
are
open-minded
events in the future.
and compassionate.
JOHN SOHL
But if we weren’t willWe love all people,
Hilltoppers
for and we would never,
ing to actively and
Life President
personally seek out
ever do something
other viewpoints and physi- to place judgment or fear into
cally talk to them ourselves, the hearts of our peers. I am
then what were we really, but sorry if anyone sees us in that
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light, but it is simply not true. department will host a proThe underlying results of our abortion documentary, but
events are very positive and downright refuses to engage in
productive, and our mission an organized unbiased forum.
statement couldn’t be more Even Hilltoppers for Choice
inviting. “We work to educate has only ever worked in reminds and soften the hearts sponse to our events, and we
of people on pro-life issues, have yet to hear from them. Alespecially those regarding the together then, we are presentpre-born.”
ing a challenge to the WKU
Yet, when we have tried to community. Find out what
actively seek out real dialogue takes place beneath the surand share our mission with face of sound bites and chalk
campus, it never seems to get messages. If you really want to
through. We have challenged know who Hilltoppers for Life
multiple groups to openly de- is, then be courageous like we
bate us, to openly dialogue were. Take a stand for what you
with us about this issue. The believe in, and debate us. You
Secular Student Alliance will won’t regret it.
respond to us in the sidewalk,
but they never talk to us in
-John Sohl
public. The gender studies President, Hilltoppers for Life

Jason Thompson
Advertising adviser

CONTACT US

*Denotes editorial board
members. The Herald
publishes on Tuesdays and
Fridays during the school
year. The first copy is free, and
additional copies are 50 cents
each, available in the Student
Publications Center on Normal Street.

Advertising: 270.745.2653
advertising@wkuherald.
com
Newsroom: 270.745.6011
news@wkuherald.com
Address: 1906 College
Heights Blvd. #11084,
Bowling Green, KY 421011084

REPORT AN ERROR
Editor: 270.745.5044
editor@wkuherald.com

VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874
opinion@wkuherald.com
The Herald encourages
readers to write letters and
commentaries on topics of
public interest. Here are a few
guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed
250 words. Commentaries
should be about 500 words
and include a picture.
2. Originality counts. Please
don't submit plagiarized
work.

3. For verification, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number,
home town and classification
or title.
4. Letters may not run in every
edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the
right to edit all letters for style,
grammar, length and clarity.
The Herald does NOT print
libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be
received by 7 p.m. on Sunday
and Wednesday.

DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reflect those of Western Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Classified Sales Manager: Ashley Edwards
Classified Design Manager: Julia Hartz

HHELP
ELPW
WANTED
ANTED
Community Options, Inc. is seeking
Community Support Staff - Direct Care
Professionals to support adults with
intellectual and developmental disabilities.
Responsibilities include assisting
individuals with maintaining their
independence and with daily living skills,
administering medication, and having a
life in the community. The Support Staff
will also assist each individual with goals
and outcomes, submit documentation, and
accompany individuals to medical and
other appointments.
We are currently seeking mainly day shift,
8am-4pm with some evening hours.
Requirements: HS diploma/GED, reliable
transportation, and a satisfactory
background are a must! Submit resumes to
Resumes-BW@comop.org. EOE.
Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading
or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution
when answering ads, especially when asked to send money or provide
credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not responsible
for the content or validity of these paid classiﬁed ads.

GO
TOPS!

Across
1 Send with an email
7 With 22-, 37- or
48-Across, familiar line
14 It has its charms
15 Password
accompaniment
17 Mail for King Arthur
18 "Pull it together"
19 Fed. management
and support agency
21 Fabric
22 See 7-Across
29 Ken and Lena
of Hollywood
30 Tell-all account
31 Mosquito-borne fever
33 Islet
34 Preschool downtime
37 See 7-Across
41 Disapproving sound
42 Ballpark fig.
43 Two-__
44 Shrill laugh
47 Bookkeeper's
deduction
48 See 7-Across
50 Literature
Nobelist __ Bashevis
Singer
52 __ Lanka
53 Words often said
with a fist pump
57 Easy pill to swallow
62 Where a shopping
list may be jotted down
63 Word of exasperation
64 Probable response to
7-/22-, 7-/37- or
7-/48-Across
65 Saved

wkuherald.com

Android App

iPhone App
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@wkuheraldsports
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24 days until
Spring Break!

Down
1 Gardner of "The
Killers"
2 NYY opponent,
on scoreboards
3 Cat on the prowl
4 Excitement
5 Forks over reluctantly
6 __ trade
7 An O may symbolize
one
8 Odessa-to-Austin dir.
9 To this point
10 Leaflike parts
11 "Life of Pi" director
12 Unseen "Red"
character in "Peanuts"
13 Give off
16 N.T. book
20 "All bets __ off "

Be sure to watch
WKU vs.
FIU this
Saturday at 6:30PM!

@JessicaAngelly: I think I̓m directionally challenged. I almost got lost in Cravens library. #WKU wkuprobs -sent 2/12
@jhamilton5111: What in the world is going on in centennial mall?? Hookah and people randomly rapping? #wkuprobs -sent 2/12
@setthe_PACE: That moment when you literally have to
lean over to walk up the hill <<< #wkuprobs -sent 2/12
@CNWheatley: Understanding your professor less than the
actual class they are teaching...#WKUProbz -sent 2/12
@WKUSports: Opening day is almost here, #HilltopperNation! The #WKU baseball team opens the 2013 season on
Friday at 3:00 at Nick Denes Field! -sent 2/12
@B_Stof: I̓m not going to get off the sidewalk just because
you're driving on it. #wkuprobs -sent 2/12

22 Buffalo Bill and
the Wyoming city named
for him
23 Kitchen spreads
24 Frigid forecast word
25 Tech sch. grad
26 "Bingo!"
27 Andy's TV son
28 Pics
32 To-be, in politics
34 Capone associate
35 Words after crack
or fry
36 1996 role for
Madonna or
Jonathan Pryce
38 Sets a price of
39 Adjust, as to a
new situation
40 Prey for a Hauskatze

44 Alpine dwelling
45 Battery not included,
perhaps
46 Aurora, to the Greeks
48 Refrain from
claiming
49 Prods
50 Like
Vivaldi's "Spring"
51 Joined the choir
54 Scooby-__
55 Tape speed
unit: Abbr.
56 Hanoi holiday
58 John of London
59 Nasty mutt
60 Birthday
candle number
61 Prof 's deg.

Tuesday's Crossword Solution
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Omega Phi Alpha hosts pageant to raise
money to help fight against heart disease
TYLER PROCHAZKA
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

It’s not often that WKU students see
men dressed as panda bears, a High
School Musical dance routine and interpretive dance all in one night.
However, Omega Phi Alpha’s Valentine’s Pageant gave the audience just
that.
The night before Valentine’s Day,
Omega Phi Alpha hosted its second
annual Valentine’s Pageant to raise
money for Hope Heart Institute, an organization that aims to help stop heart
disease. This year, the pageant raised
$1,000 for the organization.
Lexington junior Lisa Zangari, who
is part of Omega Phi Alpha and was
head of the planning committee for
the event, said she thought the pageant was an improvement on last year’s
event, as it was more of a “last minute
idea.”
“This year we started a committee in
December, so we knew exactly what we
wanted to happen,” Zangari said.
One of the big differences from last
year was that a representative from
Hope Heart, Joie Hsu, the volunteer
outreach coordinator for Hope Heart,
flew from Washington to Kentucky to
be on the judging panel, Zangari said.
Hsu said she was happy to get to
participate in the event, and said she
thought it was a good way to spread
awareness about the cause and her organization.
“It’s great to see young people get involved,” Hsu said. “(This event) creates
a lively atmosphere around the cause.”
To create the “lively atmosphere,”
the event included a talent show and
a question and answer session. During the talent portion, acts ranged from
violins and string twirling, to interpretive dancing, to Psy’s “Gangnam Style”
inter-spliced with orchestral music.
After dressing as hipsters, singing
“Ho Hey” by the Lumineers and finally,
portraying an elderly couple during
the question and answer session, Phi
Gamma Delta’s Ben Aroh and Alpha
Omicron Pi’s Christen Profancik were
the top choice for the judges at the end
of the pageant.

“My favorite thing is kissing her with
her teeth-less mouth,” Aroh said, while
portraying an elderly couple.
Paducah junior Mary Riley, also with
Omega Phi Alpha, originally contacted
Hope Heart to invite a representative
from the organization to participate.
Riley said originally she was nervous
about contacting Hope Heart, but that
they seemed excited about coming to
WKU after they began talking.
For Riley, helping the Hope Heart organization’s cause has a personal significance.
“Heart disease runs in my family,
that’s why I think it’s so important,” Riley said.
According to Hsu, after communication with Omega Phi Alpha, Hope
Heart is attempting to initiate a Hope
Heart outreach committee at WKU “for
students passionate about diabetes.”
The aim is to have a Hope Heart club
established by the end of the year at
WKU, Hsu said.
“Hopefully, by the end of the year, we
have a solid group of forces,” Hsu said.
Hope Heart also has “good relations”
with sororities and fraternities across
the country, since most have a philanthropic aspect, but what sets WKU
apart is that Omega Phi Alpha specifically sought out Hope Heart, Hsu said.
“I love the energy of college students,”
Hsu said.
One of the emcees, Paducah senior
Emily Evanko, an alumna of Omega
Phi Alpha, said she was flattered to be
asked to participate in the event.
Part of Evanko’s job was to “keep
things rolling,” which meant improvising much of her script throughout the
night.
While she said she was nervous,
Evanko hoped she was able to play a
part in helping Hope Heart raise money.
In the end, though, Hsu said she
hopes one of the main things students
take away from the event is that they
“can always get involved” in causes like
Hope Heart.
“It’s all a win-win if people are healthy
and making a difference in their lives
and others',” Hsu said.

Louisville Fiji senior Ben Aroh fixes the glasses of his girlfriend, Louisville Alpha
Omicron Pi sophomore Christen Profancik. Aroh and Profancik, who won the
Beauty and the Greek pageant, dressed up as an elderly couple for the interview
portion. KATIE MCLEAN/HERALD

Glasgow Phi Mu junior Kylie Foushee whispers to her boyfriend, Louisville Sigma
Phi Epsilon sophomore David Miller, before going on stage at the Beauty and the
Greek Pageant. KATIE MCLEAN/HERALD

THE REMOTE

TV shows for Valentine's Day weekend

RYAN PAIT
Columnist

While Valentine’s Day may officially
be over, some of you may plan on celebrating the holiday over the weekend.
If you’re in the mood to watch some TV
with your loved one, here are some stellar TV comedy episodes that’ll have you
feeling all mushy inside.
“30 Rock”: “Anna Howard Shaw Day”
and “Mazel Tov, Dummies!”
“Anna Howard Shaw Day” sees Liz
(Tina Fey) willingly spending her Valentine’s Day at the dentist’s office getting

a root canal, where she hallucinates
meetings with her past boyfriends (Jon
Hamm, Jason Sudeikis, Dean Winters).
Be sure to stay for the tag at the end for
a special surprise. “Mazel Tov, Dummies!” is the big wedding episode of “30
Rock.” If you and your loved one want
to see Liz Lemon get married in a Princess Leia costume, this is the episode
for you.
“Friends”: “The One With The Prom
Video” and “The One Where Everyone
Finds Out”
Both of these episodes are milestones for the series because they
bring together two of the show’s biggest couples: Ross and Rachel (David
Schwimmer and Jennifer Aniston) and
Monica and Chandler (Courteney Cox
and Matthew Perry). Old as they may
be, both are exceptionally sweet episodes and “The One Where Everyone
Finds Out” may even make you tear up
a little.
“Girls”: “It’s A Shame About Ray”
While “Girls” is a show that isn’t con-

cerned with being saccharine or polite,
“It’s A Shame About Ray” showcases
what makes “Girls” so special. Hannah
(Lena Dunham) throws an adult dinner party with some unexpected consequences, which is hilarious enough
in itself, but the end of the episode is
what’ll hit you right in the heart. Watch
this one with your girlfriend or boyfriend and with your best friends.
“Modern Family”: “My Funky Valentine” and “Bixby’s Back”
This recurring Valentine’s Day saga
is one of the stronger jokes on “Modern Family.” In both episodes, Phil
and Claire Dunphy (Ty Burrell and Julie Bowen) decide to take on alternate
identities for Valentine’s Day in order
to keep their marriage spicy. Phil becomes the dashing Clive Bixby and
Claire becomes the mysterious Juliana,
and some rather embarrassing shenanigans ensue. If you like your sweetness with more than a dash of ridiculous, watch these two.
“The Office”: “Money”

We ar

“Money” isn’t technically a Valentine’s Day episode, but it’s an episode
of “The Office” that truly showcases
the wonderful relationships of the
show. Jim and Pam (John Krasinski and
Jenna Fischer) visit Dwight’s beet farm
for their first evening away together,
while Michael deals with bankruptcy. It
sounds weird, but I promise: it’s really
nice. There’s even a genuinely sweet
(and rare) Dwight (Rainn Wilson) and
Jim moment at the end.
“Parks and Recreation”: “Galentine’s
Day”
Galentine’s Day, a day for celebrating with your best gals, is technically
on Feb. 13, but the “Galentine’s Day”
episode of “Parks and Recreation” is
still great for a belated Valentine’s Day
viewing. The episode sees Leslie (Amy
Poehler) trying to reunite her mother
with a long-lost flame while trying to
juggle her own relationship. Keep an
eye out for some really nice growth in
April and Andy’s (Aubrey Plaza and
Chris Pratt) relationship too.
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PRIVATE BALCONIES | JET SKI RENTALS
PARASAILING | HEATED POOL | 3 BEACH BARS
SUNDECK BAR | BEACH SNACK BARS

Lani Kai Beachfront Resort
(800) 237-6133
www.lanikaiislandresort.com
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MEN'S BASKETBALL

Toppers to take on surprisingly good FIU team

Junior guard Brandon Harris dribbles around an Arkansas State defender at Diddle Arena last Saturday. The Toppers fell to the Red Wolves 67-49. PEYTON HOBSON/HERALD

BASEBALL

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
“That’s the neat thing, the depth of
the pitching staff,” Myers said. “Not
only is the experience back, but we’ve
added two junior college guys and
then four really good freshman arms
that I think you guys are going to hear
about over the next four years.”
Myers also said that because of the
way the bats have changed, pitching
is more important.
He said he believes this team is 10 or
11 pitchers deep.
Senior first baseman Ryan Huck
said he thinks the offense will be able
to put up enough runs to help the
pitching staff out this season.
Huck also said he believes that the
team has depth all across the board,
which has really helped push the guys
this offseason.
“The depth has pushed us all,” he
said. “If you don’t have depth and
you think you have a position locked
down, then you might not bring all

PERKINS

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

staff that features six upperclassmen.
Perkins' teammates are also excited.
“We’ve got five great starting arms,”
junior pitcher Justin Hageman said.
“With Tanner coming back, that’s just
a double whammy.”
Perkins was one of the best pitchers in the league his last full season in
2011. He named to the second-team
All-Sun Belt Conference team and led
the league in ERA at 2.32.
In his sophomore campaign, Perkins boasted a 7-4 record and ranked
among the top 10 in the league in innings pitched, strikeouts, wins and
opponents batting average.
“Hopefully, I can get back out there
and do what I used to could and may-

REVIEW

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
suspect, though much of that was out
of WKU’s control. Coach Matt Myers
and his team couldn’t have anticipated losing their ace, Tanner Perkins,
early in the season to a Tommy John
injury.
But the area that really hamstrung
the Toppers was their inability to get
guys on base and get them in to score.
WKU hit .252 as a team — its opponents hit .278. The Toppers stole 27
bases — their opposition stole 69.
The pitching should be much improved this year, especially with the
news that Perkins is healthy and will
be the team’s Sunday starter to begin
the season. A weekend rotation of Justin Hageman, Tim Bado and Perkins
means the Toppers won’t be giving up
a whole lot of runs.
But they’ll have to score at least a
few if they’re to avoid missing a fourth
straight NCAA Tournament.
In the days of Cregar and Gaynor,
WKU could win some 11-8 games.

SOFTBALL

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

The Lady Toppers are set to take on
Murray State at noon and Northwestern State at 2 p.m. Friday in a seasonopening double-header. They’ll face
Lipscomb at 10 a.m. and Mississippi
State at noon Saturday.

the energy and all the focus you have
to the field that day. You might just
take it for granted.
“By having depth and knowing it’s
not just one person who could play
your position, but two or three guys,
it definitely pushes you harder and
makes it a lot more competitive.”
The Toppers will open the season
with a three games against Bowling
Green State this weekend.
“We’ve been concentrating a lot on
Bowling Green,” Myers said. “It’s a
team coming down here literally returning their whole team. Their top
10 hitters are back and seven of their
top nine arms are back. So the focus
has been on getting ready for them
Friday.”
Hageman agreed and said the team
has been waiting for opening day
since “the day we got here.”
“Since day one we’ve been looking
to play together," he said. "We’ve been
on opposite sides of the field this entire spring and this entire fall, and
I think when we all get in the same
dugout it’s going to be special.”

be even a little bit better so we can get
a ring this year,” he said.
Myers believes that Perkins is already at the level that he was then.
“Sometimes with that injury you see
the inconsistencies there,” he said.
“He’s throwing strikes out there like it
was yesterday that he was throwing,
and the one thing that he brings to the
mound is that competitiveness that
our guys know that no matter what he
is going to win.”
Although Myers said Perkins is
ready for the season and his start on
Sunday, the team will continue to
monitor him over the year. Myers says
that main concern is for Perkins to be
healthy at the start of conference play.
“We’re going to hold him back more
than what he wants,” Myers said. “It’s
not about what we’re doing Feb. 17 on
his start, it’s about what we can have
him ready for in May and June.”

The way college baseball has changed,
your lineup had better have the contact hitting and speed necessary to
manufacture runs in closer games.
First baseman Ryan Huck, one of
the Toppers’ few power hitters, said
baserunning is indeed a renewed emphasis for WKU this spring.
“It’s definitely important for us to be
able to steal bags,” Huck said. “Get on
base, read dirt balls — any way we can
advance to get into scoring position to
let the next guys try and drive them in
will be huge.”
That means players like shortstop
Steve Hodgins, outfielder David Simmons and infielder Griffith Roark will
be called upon to get to first, swipe
second and get in scoring position.
Few outside of the Toppers’ locker
room are expecting much of a team
picked seventh in the conference and
without a single player named to the
preseason All-Conference team.
WKU must pitch, defend and steal
its way to a good season.
If they can do those things, then the
maybe the 2013 Toppers will be the
ones to break the program’s postseason drought.

“I expect us to go out and play hard,”
Perry said. “To execute our game plan,
defensively we want to take care of the
softball…offensively, we’re working to
execute…and make sure we get runs
across to score.”
Junior pitcher Emily Rousseau says
the Lady Toppers have the ability and
talent to be at the top in the Sun Belt.
“The goal is to be No. 1,” Rousseau
said.

When the Toppers take the
court in Miami tomorrow, they
will face possibly the best team
they’ve earned a win against
this year.
WKU beat Florida International 76-63 at home on Dec.
27, their first win since losing senior point guard Jamal
Crook to an injury.
At the time, the Panthers
were 4-5 and struggling under
first-year coach Richard Pitino.
Fast forward a month and
a half, and FIU, currently No.
3 in the Sun Belt east division
and No. 5 overall in the conference, is the only team with a
winning record WKU has beat
this season.
Sophomore forward George
Fant said FIU’s turnaround
speaks volumes about the current state of basketball in the
Sun Belt — while Middle Tennessee State currently holds
a three-game lead at the top

of the conference, there is no
clear second-best team.
“FIU wasn’t really clicking,
and they’re picking it up,”
Fant said at a press conference Monday. “All these teams
in conference are capable of
doing anything on any given
night. You never know what
will happen.”
The Panthers have been
beating teams by winning the
turnover battle. FIU leads the
conference with 9.8 steals per
game, and its opponents are
averaging almost three more
turnovers than the Panthers
per game.
FIU has also been solid from
beyond the arc — the team
averages seven made threepointers per game, good for
second in the Sun Belt.
WKU will be back in action
at home this Thursday against
Louisiana-Monroe.
- Lucas Aulbach

Lady Toppers shooting for Florida
sweep after win on Wednesday
WKU (18-6, 11-4 Sun
Belt Conference) is a win
away from a weekend
sweep in Florida.
The Lady Toppers beat
Florida Atlantic 64-61
Wednesday and will face
Florida International tomorrow.
WKU got off to a rough
start Wednesday, shooting just four-of-12 from
the field at the opening
and falling behind by 13
in the first half.
The second half, however, was a different story.
WKU shot 14-of-25
from the field at a 56 percent clip in the second
half as the team came
back to earn a season
sweep of the Lady Owls.
The Lady Toppers finished shooting 48.2 percent from the field overall
and out-rebounded FAU
(11-13, 8-8 SBC) 43-31.

The Lady Toppers
needed two late free
throws from junior guard
Chaney Means to seal the
win.
“I’m glad we were able
to put a game like this
away, because we just
went through a game in
a tight situation and we
didn’t finish up,” coach
Michelle
Clark-Heard
said after the game.
Heard was referring to a
game on Feb. 9 in Diddle
Arena against Arkansas
State in which the Lady
Toppers were unable to
get a close win.
Wednesday’s game in
Boca Raton, Fla., was the
Lady Topper’s first win
at FAU in almost exactly
three years.
For WKU, the focus
now turns to FIU (15-9,
9-6 SBC).
The Lady Toppers will

travel to Miami to take on
the No. 3 team in the Sun
Belt this Saturday.
FIU’s Jerica Coley leads
the nation in scoring at
25.5 points per game
but scored just 12 points
on five-of-14 shooting
against the Lady Toppers
in Diddle Arena on Nov.
19.
The Lady Panthers have
also been getting the job
done at the stripe — they
lead the Sun Belt with a
.774 free-throw percentage.
Heard says that the
Lady Toppers will need to
rotate different people on
Coley and try to limit her
touches as much as possible.
Saturday’s game against
the Lady Panthers will be
the last of this two-game
Florida road swing.
- Tyler Lashbrook

University College
Department of Professional Studies
Real Estate Program
Certiﬁcate in Real Estate
This option builds on the ﬁrst two courses required to sit for the Kentucky Real
Estate Sales Licensure Examination. The student continues study in real estate
by taking an additional 21 credit hours and earns a Certiﬁcate in Real Estate from
WKU. These additional courses provide the student with knowledge of real estate
brokerage operations, real estate investments analysis and management.
Experience in real estate combined with this Certiﬁcate prepares the student to
qualify for licensing as a Real Estate Broker.
-RE 170C - Essentials in Real Estate
-RE 171C - Real Estate Brokerage Operations
-RE 172C - Real Estate Marketing (3 hours)
-RE 272C - Real Estate Finance (3 hours)
-RE 273C - Real Estate Law (3 hours)
-RE 274C - Real Estate Appraisals (3 hours)
-RE 275C - Property Management (3 hours)
-RE 276C - Real Estate Investment Analysis & Management (3 hours)
-RE 280C or RE 281C - Advanced Real Estate Appraisals or Land Development
Process (3 hours)

Real Estate Licensure Examination
By taking only two courses for six credit hours,you
are prepared to sit for the Kentucky Real Estate
Sales Licensure Examination. After passing this
examination, you will be licensed to sell real estate.
The courses required are:
-RE 170C - Essentials of Real Estate
-RE 273C - Real Estate Law
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Lady Toppers hit the road to kick off season
KYLE WILLIAMS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Lady Toppers are set to
begin the softball season this
weekend with four games in
the Bulldog Battle in Starkville,
Miss.
WKU was picked sixth in
the Sun Belt Conference preseason coaches poll, but coach
Tyra Perry says the Lady Toppers aren’t paying attention to

any predictions.
“Preseason polls are just
people’s opinions,” Perry said.
“We’ve decided it’s a great opportunity for us to come in
and play spoiler.”
Louisiana-Lafayette received
all nine first-place and 81
regular votes in the preseason
coaches poll. WKU received
43 regular votes, five less than
fifth-place North Texas and six
less than fourth-place Troy.

Senior pitcher Mallorie Sulaski believes the lack of recognition can be an incentive for
this year, and being ranked at
the top means nothing.
“I always like being the underdog,” Sulaski said. “I think
it’s just motivation for us.”
WKU has six seniors on the
roster and returns all but two
players from last year. Senior
catcher Karavin Dew and junior outfielder Kelsie Mattox

B a c k

were named to the 2013 preseason All-Sun Belt Team.
The Lady Toppers finished
the 2011-12 season 32-23-1
and 2-2 in the Sun Belt Tournament. WKU fell 2-4 to South
Alabama in their final game.
Sulaski said senior leadership is a vital part of this year’s
team.
“I think we have a ton of leadership,” Sulaski said. “We’re a
really old team…we only lost

i n

two girls, so we’re pretty excited.”
Having nearly the same team
as last year, Perry said team
chemistry is a big part of the
team this year.
“Our players get along on
and off the field,” Perry said.
“You don’t necessarily have to
have that in order to win, but
when you do it’s a lot more
fun.”
SEE SOFTBALL PAGE 7
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UPON FURTHER REVIEW

Small ball key
for Toppers in
2013 season

BRAD STEPHENS

SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

It’s not 2009 anymore in college baseball, or at WKU.
That was the last year the Toppers
advanced to an NCAA Regional, and
they did so with the long ball.
Third baseman Wade Gaynor hit
25 home runs. First baseman Chad
Cregar had 19. Outfielder Matt Hightower and catcher Matt Rice hit 11 and
10, respectively.
But college baseball has changed
dramatically since the NCAA enforced
rules in 2011 to deaden the game’s aluminum bats.
In 2012, a year in
which WKU finished 25-33 and
eighth in the Sun
Belt Conference,
no WKU player
hit more than
outfielder
Ryan
Hutchison’s eight.
No longer do
Douglas
Keen Hall
BRAD STEPHENS
residents
have to
Columnist
worry about blasts
from the likes of Cregar and Gaynor
flying over the Nick Denes Field’s
left-center field wall and nailing their
parked cars.
NCAA baseball is now about solid
weekend pitching, sturdy defense and
the ability to manufacture runs in a
tight game.
Last year, the defense was there for
the Toppers, who committed 65 errors,
compared to 84 from their opponents.
The pitching was a little more
SEE REVIEW PAGE 7

WKU senior infielder Steve Hodgins (8) helps set up chairs in preparation for the official team picture at Media Day on Feb.
12. With plenty of talent returning this season, including many newcomers, the Hilltoppers expect to improve on their 25-33
record a season ago. LUKE FRANKE/HERALD

Topper baseball team looking forward to 2013 season
AUSTIN LANTER
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The WKU baseball team
will open the 2013 regular
season today with a bit of a
chip on its shoulder.
Earlier this week, the Sun
Belt Conference released its
preseason rankings, as voted on by the coaches, along
with the preseason All-Sun
Belt team.
The Toppers are selected
to finish No. 7 in a league
with only 10 teams and did
not have a single player
named to the preseason All-

Conference team.
Coach Matt Myers is not
concerned about where
others place his team now,
though. He said that it’s
where his team is at the end
of the season that matters.
“I think it’s just people
don’t know a lot about this
team,” he said. “I think
when you do this preseason
you go off how many guys
are returning and what guys
are fresh in your mind.
“But I think some guys are
self-promoting a little bit
and that’s OK. Like I told our
guys, it’s not how we start

but where we finish.”
Junior pitcher Justin
Hageman agreed with Myers and said the preseason
rankings are only going to
motivate the Toppers going
forward.
“It’s fuel on the fire,”
Hageman said. “Do we let it
bother us? No, I don’t think
so. I think if anything, it motivates us because last year
we didn’t do so well.”
The team ended last year’s
campaign with a losing record both overall (25-33)
and in the Sun Belt (13-17).
However, 17 players are

returning from last year’s
team, many of them pitchers.
Depth, especially at the
pitcher position, is something that Myers thinks will
be a huge asset to the team
this year.
WKU is returning pitchers
responsible for 90 percent
of its innings pitched from
last season. Not only that,
but redshirt junior ace Tanner Perkins is set to make
his return to the team after
suffering a season-ending
injury early last March.
SEE BASEBALL PAGE 7

Perkins excited to make return to mound
AUSTIN LANTER
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Tanner Perkins might be
the most excited person
for this upcoming WKU
baseball season. After being away from baseball for
nearly a year now, it’s easy
to see why.
Last March, Perkins, a
junior from Brodhead, suffered a season-ending injury after just four starts.
The injury should have
kept him out for nearly
18 months. However,
nine months later he was
cleared by doctors, and
now, less than a year later,
he will be starting for the

Toppers.
“It’s usually an 18-month
process and he did it in
nine months, and that’s a
credit to our staff and getting him better, but I think
also to him and the makeup
of a kid,” coach Matt Myers
said. “The day Dr. Andrews
did the surgery, his mind
was grinding on how quick
he could get back.”
Perkins’ quick recovery
doesn’t bother Myers, who
says he believes Perkins is
ready for his start on Sunday.
“I wouldn’t start him
if he wasn’t pitching
good enough to give us a
chance,” Myers said. “We

have enough depth that I’d
go somewhere else, but he’s
good enough right now.”
Perkins attributes his
quick turnaround to his
drive to be back on the field
with the rest of his teammates.
“I know when I went
down it was really hard at
first, watching the guys go
out and compete and me
not being there,” he said.
“I used that drive every day
in therapy this summer.
I went in there every day,
working to get back on the
field with these guys.”
Perkins will be rejoining a
deep, experienced pitching
SEE PERKINS PAGE 7

Junior pitcher Tanner Perkins waits to catch a ball from a fellow Topper. Perkins will
make his return to the mound Sunday against BGSU. LUKE FRANKE/HERALD

